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Middlesex United Way’s annual Day of Caring 
was held on September 28, 2011, and teams 
of volunteers from local companies installed 
Born Learning Trails throughout the county. 
Born Learning is a national public awareness 
campaign sponsored 
by United Way and 
the Ad Council provid-
ing tools and activi-
ties for parents and 
caregivers to make 
the most of early 
learning moments 
with children.

The Born Learning 
Trails are an early 
learning tool featur-
ing a series of signs 
on posts with fun, 
physical activities for parents and children 
to do together. They are installed in a pub-
lic setting such as a park or schoolyard for 
everyone in the community to enjoy.

Middlesex United Way’s goal in Education 
is to increase children’s readiness to learn 
by school entry. This Day of Caring project is 
one step in which United Way is progressing 
towards this goal.  

On Day of Caring, teams of volunteers 
cemented posts into the ground, attached 
signs to the posts, and painted stencils with 
letters, numbers, and shapes on the ground. 
Volunteers were from Aetna, Brewster 

Elementary School, Comcast, Liberty 
Bank, Rolls Royce Naval Marine, Inc., 
and Webster Bank. In addition, many of 
the Early Childhood Councils (ECC) pro-
vided volunteers. The ECCs are United 

Way funding 
partners in 
each of the fif-
teen Middlesex 
County towns 
and are part of 
United Way’s 
school readi-
ness initiative.

 “Our sincere 
thanks to all 
of the local 
businesses and 
volunteers for 

installing these Born Learning Trails in 
our communities,” said Kevin Wilhelm, 
Executive Director of Middlesex United 
Way. “What happens in a child’s critical 
early years will impact their readiness 
for school and ultimately their success 
in life. Born Learning Trails are a valu-
able early learning tool that will aid in 
children’s development in addition to 
being a fun activity for families.”

Locations of the Born Learning Trails 
installed on Day of Caring are:

Liberty Bank volunteers install the Born Learning 
Trail at Pierson Park in Cromwell on Day of Caring.
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Day of Action Diaper 
Drives Yield 43,000 
Diapers
The United Way Day of Action takes 
place each year on June 21, the longest 
day of the year and a perfect time to in-
form and inspire the community to take 
action in support of an issue or cause. 

In 2011, local businesses and organiza-
tions were encouraged to run diaper 
drives leading up to the Day of  
Action to help the 3,000 babies living in 
Middlesex County in families struggling 
to make ends meet. Then on June 21 
volunteers collected all of the diapers 
outside of the five Stop & Shop stores 
in Middlesex County. More than 43,000 
diapers were collected and delivered to 
The Diaper Bank (TDB).

In 2010 our county became a TDB 
partner, enabling us to receive a total 
of 120,000 diapers each year which are 
distributed through four local programs 
working with families in need. The dia-
per drives along with the Mothers Day-
Fathers Day appeal help us to continue 
to strengthen our partnership with TDB. 

Many thanks to Stop & Shop, our Day 
of Action partner, FCP Groton, Enter-
prise Rent-A-Car, and the following 
businesses and organizations that ran 
drives, contributed diapers and/or vol-
unteered on the Day of Action: The Day 
Club Adult Day Center – Middletown; 
Middlesex YMCA; Wright-Pierce; Tower 
Laboratories; The Altrusa Club; The 
Middlefield Federated Church; Liberty 
Bank; GKN Aerospace Engineers;  
Godiva; Clinton Public Schools; Cooper-
Atkins Corporation; CL&P and North-
east Utilities; Roberts Physical and 
Aquatic Therapy; Old Saybrook Youth & 
Family Services; Karen Heck of Aetna; 
United Way Women’s Initiative; United 
Way Young Leaders Society; Emblem 
Club; Pratt & Whitney / I.A.M.A.W. 
#700; and many other individual volun-
teers!

See photos at www.middlesexunited-
way.org/2011-day-action. 

At the core of every worthwhile endeavor are 
individuals whose leadership set the course for 
others. Middlesex United Way’s affinity groups 
enable you to learn more about opportunities for 
social change and see for yourself the difference 
United Way makes in your community. 

The Women’s Initiative (WI) consists of members who are accomplished 
women leaders and volunteers. They want to take active roles to make our 
community a better place to live through volunteering, raising and distributing 
funds, networking, and giving back. They recently held their second annual 
free financial literacy workshop at Middlesex Community College titled “Un-
derstanding Your Credit Report” and are in the midst of a book drive to sup-
port local early learning programs. 

The WI holds a bimonthly networking breakfast for area women at Middlesex 
Health Care Center and hosts Power of the Purse, their annual fundraiser. 
Over the summer, the WI collected and distributed toiletries and hundreds of 
“gently used” purses to several programs that work with women and teens in 
need, helping them to get back on their feet.

United Way also recently launched the Young Leaders Society (YLS). This 
unique and dynamic group provides an opportunity for young professionals 
who live and work in Middlesex County to connect, learn, volunteer, and lead. 

The YLS will hold monthly events that provide a chance to: network and form 
new partnerships with area businesses and community leaders who know the 
importance of civic engagement; learn through opportunities designed to in-
form members about local issues or professional development; and volunteer 
with service projects that improve neighborhoods and strengthen our commu-
nity. You can read more about the YLS on the opposite page.

I invite you to advance the common good for everyone in our community by 
getting involved with one of our affinity groups. Live United!

This issue of our newsletter is generously sponsored by:



UNITED WAY YOUNG LEADERS SOCIETY 
KICKS OFF
Group brings together young professionals to advance the common good
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On Thursday, October 13, more than 70 people gathered  
at The Shadow Room in Middletown to formally kick off the 
Young Leaders Society (YLS). Guests enjoyed an inventive 
networking event that brought together current and future 
Middlesex County leaders. Among the community leaders 
was Chandler J. Howard, President & CEO of Liberty Bank, 
who was the night’s featured speaker. 

“I have a strong belief that all of us as individuals, as ca-
reer professionals, can benefit greatly from being involved 
in the communities where we work and where we live,” 
said Howard. “All of you as young professionals are to  
be congratulated for taking the time and the interest to  
do something like you’re doing tonight; to come, to be  
involved, to network, to talk to other people about some-
thing that is important – and that is the health of our  
communities.”

The Young Leaders Society will offer just that, an oppor-
tunity to connect young professionals who are seeking to 
celebrate and strengthen the power they bring to become 
leaders in our organizations and create positive change in 
our community. This group will provide community involve-
ment, personal development, and networking for individu-
als or couples forty years of age or younger who live and 
work in Middlesex County. 

“The Young Leaders Society is a great opportunity to  
recognize the potential that those in their 20s and 30s  
have to contribute while also finding ways to build our  
capacity to be leaders in the future,” says YLS Chair Justin  
Carbonella, Youth Services Coordinator at Middletown 
Youth Services Bureau. “Rather than waiting for our turn, 
it’s about recognizing the immediate impact we can have  
in our community.”

The group transcends a financial contribution. It’s some-
thing more akin to a way of life. “The Live United motto 
really speaks to me,” continues Carbonella, “as a call to 
action and a way of giving in whatever way you can give.  
It’s beyond just giving money. It’s about investing yourself 
into your community.”

There will be a monthly event that will cycle between Social, 
Learning, and Service events. Some of the group’s goals 
include: volunteering as a group and identifying individual 
volunteer opportunities at nonprofit organizations; working 
with high school students; and hosting events featuring 
prominent local business leaders.

The first event cycle included a Service event on Saturday, 
October 22, where a group of 20 Young Leaders volunteered 
to support H.O.P.E., Inc’s housing restoration projects in 
Middletown’s North End. The first Learning event, hosted 
by Dr. Michael Roth, President of Wesleyan University, will 
take place in November.

For more information and to keep updated on YLS events 
and activities, visit the group’s Facebook page at  
www.facebook.com/MUWYoungLeadersSociety.

Members of the Young Leaders Society volunteering  
at H.O.P.E. Middletown, assisting wtih the program’s  
home restoration project.
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United Way Tocqueville Society
Membres de la Société
$10,000—$24,999 
The Burr Family
The Director Family  
HJ Promise Foundation
Chandler J. Howard
Jaqueline Hubbard &  
	 Norman Needleman
Thomas & Raquel Hutton
David & Judith Reynolds
The Whelen Family

We would also like to extend our 
gratitude to two members of the 
United Way Tocqueville Society who 
wish to remain anonymous.

United Way Leadership Circle 
Platinum Circle 
$5,000—$9,999 
Michael & Diane Abdul
Ethel F. Davis
Essex Financial Services
Cindi & Greg Gondek
Peter Harding
Arlene Mazzotta 
Francis R. Preli, Jr.
Kelly Smith
John J. Sullivan
Kevin & Laurie Wilhelm

Gold Circle 
$2,500—$4,999
Deb Bochain
Vincent G. Capece
Peter & Virginia Chenard
Evelyn P. Chin
Paul E. Coderre
Karen L. Collins
Mark S. Donahue
Mr. & Mrs. Michael K. Downey
John & Gina Driscoll
Daniel E. Eigenbrode
William D. Everett, Jr.
William Ferguson
John A. Guidone
Julia C. Hutchinson
Patti & Bill Jatkevicius
Christopher Kelly
Frank Kuan & Michael Sciola
Carl Lecce
Mr. & Mrs. Richard H. Lee,  Jr.
Brian & Kimberley Lentz
Martin A. Letitia
Marc & Lucy Luce
Jim & Linda Mansey
Mary G. Murphy
Allyn R. Nelson Sr.
Wilfredo Nieves
Peter & Elsie Patton
John T. Pickens
Andrew Rapp & Deborah Brennan
Nitza M. Rivera
Arthur B. Robertshaw, III
Dr. Michael S. Roth & Dr. Kari Weil
Bill & Susan Ryczek
Dick & Linda Schroth
Jean & Biff Shaw
Gregory L. Shedeck
Eugene & Christine Shugrue
Gary & Nancy Simonsen

Robert Spencer & Lindsay Harvey
Lynn & Martha Temple
Timothy Tobin, MD
Pam Vatti
Krishna R. Winston

Silver Circle 
$1,500—$2,499 
Barry J. Abramowitz
Karl Adamsons
Jennifer Ahern
Adeniyi T. Ajiboye
Matthew & Susan Barrett
Jane Brosnan
Joseph & Diane Bruno
Lonnie C. Burr
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Centore
Kevin T. Charette
Herbert & Sherry Clark
Keith & Ange Crawford
Mary Alice Kitch Breen Czernicki
Tim & Jill Davoll
Shirley G. Dickes
John DiCosimo
Dennis & Judy Dockery  
Greg & Camille Dolansky
Christopher & Beth Earle
John T. Frazer
Todd & Charlotte Gelston 
Ralph E. Grondin
Sally P. Grucan & Joseph T. Rouse
Welles & Lillian Guilmartin
Peter Gwyther
David  I. Hall
William Herbst
Andy Heuer &  
	 Pairin Hongsoongnern
William Holder
Toni Hoover
Faith M. Jackson

2011 Leadership Circle
The members of Middlesex United Way’s Leadership Circle are advancing the common 
good through their annual gifts of $1,000 or more. These generous individuals truly  
Live United by giving, advocating and volunteering on behalf of our work. United Way 
extends its sincere thanks to the following individuals and companies for their support.

KEY:
Italicized names indicate members who 
have increased their gift by 10% or more.

Bold names indicate first time members.
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Melanie S. Joy
Stephen M. Juers
Robert M. Kostraba
Gerard M. Kusinski
Mark A. Luchka
John Meerts & Janet Bradsma
Nancy H. Meislahn
Karen A. Michaud
J. Donald Moon
Vito Moreno
Norman R. Neske
Richard G. Nichols
Bruce A. Norrington
Donald B. Oliver
Elizabeth A. Pendleton
Charles E. Petig
Marlene M. Piche
Mr. & Mrs. Glen Potter
Todd & Laurie Prentice
Howard Reid & Melanie Stein
Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Rizzo, Jr.
Stephen & Margit Rosenberger
Douglas P. Saxton
Charles Schiller
Paul H. Serenbetz
Thomas Stickney & David Westfall
Frank & Kathy Sumpter
Andrew Szegedy-Maszak &  
	 Elizabeth Bobrick
Glenn A. Taylor
Lisa J. Thibdaue
Barbara Thompson
Larry J. Timmons
Greg Treacy
Nelson J. Vincenty
Vincent R. Volpe
Kim & Roland Wakefield
Mark & Roberta Wallace
Barbara-Jan Wilson & Tim Napier
Carol S. Wood
Judeen Wrinn
Mark & Michelle Zelesky

Bronze Circle 
$1,000—$1,499 
John C. Adams
Milton J. Alves
Edward J. Amato
Theodore E. Ardenski, Jr.
Christopher T. Arnold
Amber Au

Thomas A. Ballachino
Joseph J. Barone
Suzanna L. Barrett
Anthony J. Bellisio
Helen B. Bennet
Eric W. Bernard
James Bishop
Robert & Catherine Boone
Darryel R. Boulware
John W. Braccio
Thomas J. Bransfield
Denise M. Brewer
Neely & Phyllis Bruce
George S. Brusznicki
Carol C. Buchanan
Anthony M. Cacace
Philip Cacciola
Stewart W. Caffrey
Timothy Cahill
Duane A. Camp
Deborah & Wright Carreau
Russell P. Carter
Jennifer Chu
Margaret and Charles Coe
Kevin Corcoran
Donald A. Cyr
Grady J. Dagenais
Mark D’Angelo
Thomas J. & Alyson M. Danyliw
Jean M. D’Aquila
Frederic W. Dauch
Keith W. Davis
Thomas L. Deloy
William G. DeMore
Mark S. Dion
Mr. & Mrs. Woodbridge D’Oench
Peter E. Dunn
Dr. Becky Eleck
Mary C. Errato
Kevin & Deborah Ewald
Kevin & Christine Fahey
Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Fargo
Brian C. Fay
Adam Fieldsteel
Margaret Flinter
Donna Flynn
Carl P. Fortuna, Jr
Ron Frost
Al & Missy Fry
Robert C. Fusari
William R. Ganoe
Kim Garvis
Jon Gasior
Nancy Gates
Dick & Barbara Gibbons
Sebastian N. Giuliano

Steven & Tina Gomes
Gary R. Gomola, CPA, CVA
Anne F. Greene
James F. Gregory, Jr.
Pamela L. Gronback
Austin & Anita Grote
Thomas P. Gullotta
Debra F. Guss
Jim & Peggy Gutmann
David Harnois & Wanda Savarese
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Harrigan
Marc & Mary Ann Holyfield
Jeff and Sandy Howe
Shirley K. Hunter
Joyce Jacobsen
Robert J. Johnson
Ludwig Johnson
William D. Johnston
Judith A. Kalinowski
Peter H. Kaverud
Thomas Kelleher
Phyllis L. Kurz
Lynne K. Lautenschlager
Tom & Carol Lenahan
Mary Ann Lentz
Nicole D. Lintereur
Nicholas Lisitano
Richard L. Livingston
Ellen & Lewis Lukens
David R. Lyders
C. Scott MacDonald, MD
Steve Machuga
Vincent L. Maffei
Christina Maillet
Keith Martin
Mark Masselli & Jennifer Alexander
Bud & Gail McDowell
Larry McHugh
Jane McMillan
Steven Menard
Stephen E. Mercer
Priscilla Meyer
David Mikol
Robert K. Millerd
Kay D. Mooney
John P. Moran
Katherine M. Moss
Lois Muraro & Carl Elsishans
Edward J. Murphy
Susan Murphy
Jim & Jose Murray
Pamela Myjak & Michael Zebarth
Albert Naide
Gregory & Judy Nokes
Peter  & Valerie Nucci
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Leah & Cliff O’Callahan
Marylee M. Oleksiw
Laura M. Pedersen
Donald & Colleen Peruta
William E. Phillips
Timothy J. Pickard
Timothy M. Pickering
Phillip Pomper
Calvin & Nora Price
Gregory A. Pyke
Jeffrey V. Rabuffo, MD
Dr. Terry & Ine Reardon
Robert Reynolds
William A. Richards
Kathleen G. Richards
William A. Riddlesworth
Kristen L. Roberts
Elizabeth A. Rocco
Cynthia & Phil Rockwell
Kim A. Root
David & Eunice Royston
Keith R. Russell
Francesca L. Russell
Bill & Doreen Ryan
Nicholas F. Sabetta
George Alan Salisbury
Alton & Cynthia Sanders
Gregg T. Sargent
Karl & Elizabeth Scheibe
Richard M. Schubach
Edward J. Sherman
Brenda S. Sherwood
James Sitro
Jason Smith
William J. Speers III
Robert Steele
Michael A. Stehney M.D.
Clifford Straub / Lifestyle  
	 Financial Strategies
Joel A. Strillacci
John F. Taylor
James S. Thibeault
Lincoln & Elizabeth Thompson
Joan & Richard Tomc
Andrew & Linda Ruth Tosetti
James J. Trabka
Jeffrey A. Tracy
Ed & Dee Tulinski
Yves L. Turgeon
Mackenzie S. Tyson
Roger S. VanSteenbergen
Patti Anne Vassia
Richard C. Viola

Alvin Von Auw
Carol P. Wallace
Jeff & Judy Walter
Susan & Bill Wasch
Michael J. Whaley
Keith A. Wiemert
William E. & Heidi A. Wrang, III
Michael D. Wright
Marcia & Richard I. Wrubel
Zhen Wu
Diane M. Wynne
Phaedra M. Yates

Ruby Members 
The following donors have been  
members of the Leadership Circle  
for 15 years or more. 

The Burr Family
Herbert & Sherry Clark
The Director Family
Mr. & Mrs. Woodbridge D’Oench
John & Gina Driscoll
William D. Everett, Jr.
Al & Missy Fry
Robert C. Fusari
Dick & Barbara Gibbons
Sally P. Grucan & Joseph T. Rouse
Jim & Peggy Gutmann
Carl Lecce
Marc & Lucy Luce
C. Scott MacDonald, MD
Arlene Mazzotta 
Bud & Gail McDowell
Jane McMillan
Peter  & Valerie Nucci
Peter & Elsie Patton
William E. Phillips
David & Judith Reynolds
Arthur B. Robertshaw, III
David & Eunice Royston
Dick & Linda Schroth
Jean & Biff Shaw
Thomas Stickney & David Westfall
Frank & Kathy Sumpter
Joan & Richard Tomc
Patti Anne Vassia
Alvin Von Auw
Jeff & Judy Walter
William E. & Heidi A. Wrang, III
Kevin & Laurie Wilhelm
Krishna R. Winston
Carol S. Wood
Marcia & Richard I. Wrubel

Sapphire Members 
The following donors have been  
members of the Leadership Circle  
for 10-14 years. 

Michael & Diane Abdul
Vincent G. Capece
Margaret and Charles Coe
Karen L. Collins
Thomas J. & Alyson M. Danyliw
Ludwig Johnson
Frank Kuan & Michael Sciola
Jim & Linda Mansey
Nancy H. Meislahn
Lois Muraro & Carl Elsishans
Wilfredo Nieves
Jeffrey V. Rabuffo, MD
Andrew Rapp & Deborah Brennan
Howard Reid & Melanie Stein
Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Rizzo, Jr.
Bill & Susan Ryczek
Gary & Nancy Simonsen
Kelly Smith
Michael A. Stehney M.D.
John J. Sullivan
Carol P. Wallace
Susan & Bill Wasch
Barbara-Jan Wilson & Tim Napier
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Pratt & Whitney...................................................84
Wesleyan University............................................ 42
Liberty Bank........................................................ 37
Middlesex Hospital.............................................. 16
Citizens Bank........................................................ 5
Connecticut State Employees’ Campaign................ 5
Webster Bank........................................................ 5
City of Middletown.................................................4
Dominion Nuclear Conn., Inc..................................4
First Niagara Bank.................................................4
Middlesex United Way, Inc.....................................4
Bristol-Myers Squibb, Co....................................... 3
Colebrook Financial............................................... 3
Community Health Center...................................... 3
Jarvis Products Corp.............................................. 3
Northeast Utilities................................................. 3
The Connection, Inc............................................... 3
A.R. Mazzotta Employment Specialists...................2
Aetna....................................................................2
Bank of America....................................................2
Comcast................................................................2
GKN Aerospace Services Structures Corp................2
Henkels & McCoy, Inc............................................2
Middletown Public Schools....................................2
Northern Middlesex YMCA.....................................2
Pfizer, Inc..............................................................2
The Hartford Financial Services Group, Inc..............2
Tower Laboratories................................................2
Zygo Corporation...................................................2
A & A Office Systems, Inc....................................... 1
Advanced Copy Technologies................................. 1
Ameriben Alliance, LLC........................................... 1
Brown & Brown of CT (McCutcheon Burr & Sons)..... 1
Cargill................................................................... 1
Child & Family Agency of Southeastern CT.............. 1
CIGNA Foundation................................................. 1
Clinton Schools..................................................... 1
Community Renewal Team, Inc............................... 1
Connecticut Lighting Centers/The Director Family... 1
Connecticut Underwriters...................................... 1
Cooper-Atkins Corp................................................ 1

D’Aquila Law Offices, LLC....................................... 1
Dzialo, Pickett & Allen, PC...................................... 1
Essex Financial Services......................................... 1
Giuffrida Engineering, Inc...................................... 1
Harding Development Group.................................. 1
Howard & McMillan............................................... 1
IBM....................................................................... 1
ING....................................................................... 1
Keller Crescent...................................................... 1
Konowitz, Kahn & Co. PC........................................ 1
Lifestyle Financial Strategies, LLC........................... 1
Mahoney Sabol & Company LLP............................. 1
Merrill Lynch......................................................... 1
MiddleOak............................................................ 1
Middlesex Chamber of Commerce.......................... 1
Middlesex Eye Physicians...................................... 1
Middlesex Urology................................................. 1
Mohawk Manufacturing Co..................................... 1
NAPA Connecticut.................................................. 1
Nationwide........................................................... 1
Orthopedic Associates of Middletown.................... 1
Otis Elevator.......................................................... 1
PrimePay, LLC........................................................ 1
Real Estate Service of CT........................................ 1
Rice, Davis, Daley & Krenz...................................... 1
Richard W. Tomc & Assoc. PC.................................. 1
Rushford/Designations.......................................... 1
Schick Manufacturing, Inc...................................... 1
Schroth Systems Consulting, Inc............................ 1
Seasons Federal Credit Union................................. 1
Standard-Knapp, Inc.............................................. 1
The Clark Group..................................................... 1
Town of Durham.................................................... 1
Town of Portland................................................... 1
Travelers Companies, Inc....................................... 1
Turner Construction............................................... 1
United Way of Rhode Island................................... 1
UPS...................................................................... 1
WellPoint/Anthem................................................. 1
Whelen Engineering.............................................. 1
Wright-Pierce........................................................ 1

Leadership Circle Members by Company



Inaugural Leadership Circle Roast Held in Honor 
of Volunteers Biff & Jean Shaw

The Middlesex United Way Women’s Initiative (WI) 
is running a book drive to benefit local early learn-
ing programs. One of the WI’s goals is early child-
hood development, ensuring that parents and 
children have the resources they need for healthy 
development. The books will encourage parents 
and caregivers to read with their children.

If you would like to donate new or “gently used” 
books, they can be dropped off at United Way, 100 Riverview Center, 
Suite 230, Middletown. All books should be in good condition and 
appropriate for children ages four and under.

For more information about the WI and how you can get involved, 
visit our website at www.middlesexunitedway.org/wi.

You can also join the “Middlesex United Way Women’s Initiative” 
group on LinkedIn to stay updated on our events and activities.

Biff & Jean Shaw have pro-
vided years of commitment 
and service to the Middletown 
community. They embrace the 
spirit of volunteerism, giving 
of themselves to numerous 
organizations without need for 
recognition. As longtime and 
generous volunteers for Mid-
dlesex United Way, they have 
helped shape our own organi-
zation’s direction and ensured 
it remains viable, relevant, and 
effective.

The Shaws were honored at 
our first ever Leadership Circle Roast, 
held on October 27, 2011, at the Inn at 
Middletown. The event was sponsored 
by Liberty Bank.

Although it may seem odd to recog-
nize some of our closest friends by 
roasting them, the Shaws were incred-
ibly gracious about the honor. They 
agreed to participate because it’s all 
for a good cause.

Roasters for the event were: Joe & 
Diane Bruno; John Biddiscombe;  
Mark Masselli; Harry E. Burr; Bobbie 
Fergione; and Patti Vassia. Kevin  
Wilhelm, Middlesex United Way  
Executive Director, served as master 
of ceremonies.

Chandler Howard, President & CEO 
of Liberty Bank, spoke about Liberty 
Bank’s and his own commitment to 
community and how volunteerism and 
giving back helped set a course for his 
future in the banking industry.

In addition, Buddy McDowell of 
Middlesex Hospital, 2011-12 United 
Way Campaign Co-chair along with 
Harry E. Burr, encouraged the audi-
ence to support the campaign through 
leadership giving.
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No one was spared from the 
good natured ribbing. A fun 
time was had by all at this 
lively and festive event, and 
it’s the start of a tradition we 
plan to continue each year!

See the video highlights  
of the inaugural Leadership 
Circle Roast at  
www.middlesexunitedway.
org/roast.

At left, Middlesex United Way Executive 
Director Kevin Wilhelm with Jean and Biff 
Shaw at the inaugural Leadership Circle 
Roast at the Inn at Middletown. Below, 
guests received masks of the Shaws.



Born Learning Trails Continued
from page 1

•	 Clinton at the Indian River Recre-
ation Complex at 201 Killingworth 
Turnpike;

•	 Cromwell at Pierson Park on West 
Street near the Police Department;

•	 Durham at Brewster Elementary 
School at 126 Tuttle Road;

•	 East Hampton at Seamster Park at 
20 Smith Street;

•	 Higganum at Regional School  
District 17’s regional office build-
ing on Little City Road;

•	 Old Saybrook at Goodwin Elemen-
tary School at 80 Boston Post 
Road; and

•	 Westbrook at Daisy Ingraham 
Elementary School at 105 Good-
speed Drive.

Born Learning Trails already exist in 
the towns of Middletown at Snow 
Elementary School and in Portland at 
the park located on Freestone Avenue. 
Lowe’s Home Improvement in Crom-
well donated their time to pre-build  
all of the wood posts and cement foot-
ings for the trails.

To learn more about Born Learning 
Trails, as well as view photos and vid-
eos from all of the Day of Caring 2011 
trail projects, visit our website.

For photos: www.middlesexunitedway.
org/day-caring-2011.

For video: www.middlesexunitedway.
org/video.

On facebook: ‘Like’ us at www.face-
book.com/middlesexunitedway.

For more about Born Learning:  
www.bornlearning.org.

Above, Comcast employees and  
volunteers from Best Beginnings paint 
stencils on the ground at the trail in 
Clinton. Comcast installed Middlesex 
County’s first Born Learning Trail in 
April 2010 at Snow Elementary School 
in Middletown. Right, volunteers from 
Webster Bank dig holes for the posts at 
the Haddam-Killingworth trail.

Above, employees from Rolls-Royce 
Naval Marine, Inc. fill in the hopscotch 
stencil on the ground at the Born Learn-
ing Trail at Daisy Ingraham Elementary 
School in Westbrook on Day of Caring.

Above right, an Aetna volunteer 
sands the wood backings at the 
trail in East Hampton at Seamster 
Park. Above, a teacher from Brews-
ter Elementary School attaches the 
signs to wood backings at the trail 
in Durham-Middlefield.
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100 Riverview Center, Suite 230
Middletown, CT 06457
(860) 346-8695

Save the Date:
Women’s Networking Breakfast 
Wednesday, November 30 at 
Middlesex Health Care Center

United Way Annual Meeting 
Tuesday, January 24, 2012 at the 
Riverhouse at Goodspeed Station

Campaign Awards Breakfast 
Tuesday, May 1, 2012 at the 
Crowne Plaza

Many Thanks to Our 2011/12 Corporate Sponsors

              Platinum Media Partners	 	      Platinum Sponsors

Gold Sponsors 
Advanced Copy Technologies, Inc. • AmeriBen Alliance/KGS Insurance

Silver Sponsors
First Niagara Bank • Liberty Bank • PrimePay • Tower Laboratories • Webster Bank

Bronze Sponsors
A.R. Mazzotta Employment Specialists • Attention to Detail • Essex Savings Bank 

Konowitz, Kahn & Company, PC • State Farm Insurance

Tocqueville Family Business Partners


